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Jackie Cogan is a hitman for the New England mob who has been enlisted to find
out who pulled the latest heist at a criminal poker ring and take care of them. A
ruthless professional with the efficacy of a businessman and a sharp sense for
recognizing other people s weaknesses, Cogan doesn t stop at finding the guilty
parties and restoring honor to those who hired him. Lively dialogue, biting
humor, and constant tension keep alive the suspense of a plot that unfolds in
1970s-Boston s criminal underworld full of petty thieves, hired assassins,
mobsters, and corrupt law enforcement. George V. Higgins s third novel,
originally published in 1974, reinvented the noir crime genre. It is a raw and
masterful tale of mob life and the men who sustain its power."
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Jackie Cogan is a hitman for the New England mob who has been enlisted to find out who pulled the latest
heist at a criminal poker ring and take care of them. A ruthless professional with the efficacy of a
businessman and a sharp sense for recognizing other people s weaknesses, Cogan doesn t stop at finding the
guilty parties and restoring honor to those who hired him. Lively dialogue, biting humor, and constant
tension keep alive the suspense of a plot that unfolds in 1970s-Boston s criminal underworld full of petty
thieves, hired assassins, mobsters, and corrupt law enforcement. George V. Higgins s third novel, originally
published in 1974, reinvented the noir crime genre. It is a raw and masterful tale of mob life and the men
who sustain its power."
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232 pages
Review
Chilling. . . . The most penetrating glimpse yet into what seems the real world of crime. . . . Positively
reeking with authenticity. "New York Times Book Review," on the English-language edition"

Simultaneously a brilliant thriller and a cold and convincing business prospectus of felony a profession that
traps both sides, gunmen and policemen, into ceaseless compulsory degradations. "New Yorker," on the
English-language edition"

"Superb. . . . Higgins is a complete novelist. His work will be read when the work of competing writers has
been forgotten." "Chicago Daily News," on the English-language edition"

Higgins writes about the world of crime with an authenticity that is unmatched. "Washington Post," on the
English-language edition"

A uniquely gifted writer . . . who does at least as well by the Hogarthian Boston he knows as Raymond
Chandler once did for Southern California. " New York Times," on the English-language edition" About the
Author
George V. Higgins was an American journalist, lawyer, and crime novelist. Many of his novels were inspired
by the seven years he spent working for the government in the war against organized crime in Boston. He is
the author of "The Agent," "The Digger s Game," "The Friends of Eddie Coyle," and "The Rat on Fire,"
among many others. Magdalena Palmer has translated Higgins's "The Rat on Fire," as well as "Paradise
Postponed "and "Titmuss Regained," among other books."
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